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Rock Sculptures In Arco Were Beautiful Tourist Attraction

by Richard Seimers

ARCO - Drive by the home-of
Armold and Jean S(efms:u on
Johnson Street in Tyler, and your
eye will be caught by an attractive
planter, decorated with rocks. Look
farther back and you'll see a table
with two benches, also decorat
with rocks. They are remnants of
a large collection of rock sculp-
tures made by Jean’s grandfather,
H. P. Pedersen, and added to by
Pedersen’s son (and Jean’s uncle),
Vemon. =

Four other examples’stand in
Anderson Park on Lake Stay, just
east of Arco. Replicas of the
Statue of Liberty and the Liberty
Bell are joined by a majestic ram
named “Hugo.” All three are in
front of a low wall that carries the
words. “Scenic Rock Garden.”

The largest remaining piece is the
rock building in Arco.

“We Ié\;)cd across Jﬂl: road fm‘n
‘my grandparents,” Jean said. “It
‘Was amazing wmhmg him put the

stones in."
‘What started as a hobb,
this potato farmer develop
assion that his wife, R.lcka,
herpedhim wi!lL

for

Depression years
of the 19305, one thing the
Pedersen farm never lacked was
rocks. Pedersen cracked some of
the rocks and used them to make
bookends, ashtrays, and flowers
stands. He W sell them or give
them away. Soon his ideas got
bigger and bigger.

“He thought this craft was so
much fun,” Jean said, “that wher-
ever he and my grandmother
went, they pulled a little two-
wheeled trailer and collected
rocks and stones.”

To build his
Pedersen cracked the rocks into
‘'smaller pieces. Following patterns
his vnl‘e had sketched, he con-
structed a form from metal and
wire, covered it with cement, and
studded it with stones and pieces

sculptuus,
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Jean Stefansen with some of the many clippings about the Arco

Rock Garden.

of rock. Jean said he did not like
little kids hanging around while he
‘worked, but she was still able to
watch him some of the time.
Pedersen gave up farming in
1936 and moved into Arco to op-
erate 2 gas station. He made his
station into another one of his
sculptures. He ornamented the
building with rock designs on the
front and sides, including circles
in which multi-pointed stars hung,
honoring the Texaco gasoline he
sold. Years ago the station ‘was
added on to, and became a private
residence. ‘[‘oday. Dave and Liz
Herzog call it home. They have re-
moved many of the stars, which
they said were beginning to dete-
riorate and become a safety haz-
ard. :
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all terraced,™ Jean said. Photos

show that on the south end was a
farm with a house, barn, and other
buildings. Then came the village.
There were houses, stores, a
church, a grain elevator, and a de-
pot with a train, with small con-
crete paths winding among the
ildings. A castle on a hill over-
looked the village. “Little kids used
to walk along the little road [that
wound through the village],” she
said. “That was so much fun.”
The largest piece standing at the
port of entry to the garden was the
seven-foot-tall, thousand-pound
Statue of Liberty that took about
200 hours to complete. The torch

she raised was wired so it would

The farmer/workingman/artisan
created what may have been one
of the first sculpture gardens in
Minnesota, and certainly one of the
gmuwst tourist attractions in Lin-

Coumy
was 5o talented,”

“My grandpa
Jean sani “He played the clarinet,
the flute, the violin, and the

hms"Bmthnmostlxstmgew-

dence of his talent and creativity

are his rock-decorated residence
mArwmdthemcksculpmresm
Anderson Park. There are only a
few left, but they are so intrigu-
ing they make us wish we could
have seen it all.

'l'he station as it once was, eomplﬂe with g:s pump, l'ar left.
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The front yard of the service station. in its height of glory.

;zralemdbeoomeasafetyhaz—

To the east of the building is a

rock-decorated arched gate, that
was to] with a pelican that also
had to be taken down. And next

w thal ls a small dome-roofed

suspended in front

uflhc small uilding read, “Visi-
tors Register Here.” )

The small building had a guest

book, because Pedersen’s station

and sculptures became a tourist at-

| straction. As the number of his -

'sculptures grew, Pedersen built fis
“Scenic Rock Garden.” It was to
the east of the station, where a ga-
rage now sits, starting near the
street where a small airplane sat in
front of a wall identifying the
“Scenic Rock Garden.” Behind it
hung a replica of the Liberty Bell
with the rest of me sculplure %
den extending bacl e
garden evenmally had 35 major
pieces, including creatures like a
pl t, 8 hummingbird, and a
snake wound around a petrified
log There was a Viking ship, a
utch windmill, andn lighthouse.
“h\ the
miniature villag

light up. X

“I don’t know where gre
found time to do all tha,
care of the station,” Jean
course, my grandma was.
changing tires and pumping

The Garden attracted tourists.
“People in Arco talk about the bus
loads that used to come to look at
it,” Jean said. According to the Lin-
coln County history, the peak year
was 1949 when 4,000 people vis-
ited. The guest book S:’ it was in
the little silo-shaped building men-

above has been handed on

(o Jean. The first name recorded
was on May 6, 1934. The names
run on for 227 pages, ending on
November 25, 1951. The name of
Lawrence Welk is among them.

Pedersen died in the late 1940s
and his son, Vernon, took over.
When Vernon moved to lowa in

took some, t0o, but Jean
uncertain where many
ended up Three statues
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A rock train, station and grain elevator in the village!

cluded a miniature Viking village, above, and
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The rock garden
a complete vlllnge and farm, below.
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Mr and Mrs. H.P. Pedersen in front Dfl n:k planter.
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